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ABSTRACT

This research provides a modern review to one of the major concepts in Islam
that had been dealt with before under different terminology. This study concerns itself
with the Prophetic manner of criticizing the self and the other. The study is
humanitarian, instructive and moralistic in nature. It provides an analysis of the two
types of criticism that had been found in the Prophetic tradition, namely, the instructive
and negative destructive criticism, and the way the Prophet responded to each type.

The humanitarian aspect of the study appears in its demonstration to the Sharea's
concerns in the building and development of a strong personality with a high self
esteem that would preserve dignity and self respect. Other humanitarian aspects are
manifested in the way the research represents the Prophets perceptive approach in
dealing with people and understanding their nature and their needs. It is humanitarian in
its message, as it calls for tolerance among people, and sets the rule of mutual respect
and understanding to their interaction with each other.

The study is instructive in the sense that it sheds light on the shortcomings of
specific situations that it provides, as it illustrates, then, the Prophet's position from
these situations. Which overall, contributes to the process of building up a personality

that is more capable of improving and living peacefully with others.
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The study is moralistic as it displays the codes of behavior that the Prophet used
in criticism. These codes of behaviors are presented in a way that urges every one to
abide by them, whether the one who criticizes or the one who get criticized.

The study presents the concept of criticism from a modern perspective, which
noticeable in the usage of modern concepts. However, the modern terminology that is
used in the research does not indicate that this concept is new to the Sharea', this field of

n

study is well-known under other names as " al 'amr bel ma'rouf wal nahyu 'an el
monkar" which literally means advocate good and forbid wrong. According to the more
common usage of the term "criticism" in our societies, the research presents criticism as
a part in the chain of the instructive processes that had been generated by the Sharea'
and that people are recommended to adhere to.

Finally, this study provides the method of criticism in Islam by accounting for
several examples from the Prophetic tradition. The two forms of criticism, both the

instructive and the destructive, had been treated in the research according the Prophetic

view.
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